IN LOVING MEMORY

KUN TI CHEN
i e

October 7, 1940 - October 19, 2010



Early Life
Kun Ti Chen ([ i 1) was bomn on October 7, 1940 in Taipei, Taiwan to father Chen Chuang Wang

(B 41T ) and mather Wang Wu Eng | EE5UT). He was the first of seven children—four brothers and
three sisters in all. His father. like his father before him, was a rice miller. As was typical of the time, he
lived together as part of a big extended family. His uncles, aunts, and cousins lived in connected
houses separated only by sliding wooden doors.

Kun Ti attended nearby public schools through high school He was an outstanding student. In fact,
his academic performance exempted him from all but one of the dreaded entrance exams for schools.

After graduating from high school, he moved to Tainan at the southem end of Taiwan to attend & i

F24 (Mational Cheng Kung University)—what he assured us was the "MIT of Taiwan"—to study
electrical engineering,

The Big Move

In 1968, after his mandatory two years of service in the Republic of China's military as a naval officer,
Kun Ti moved by himself to North Carclina State University where he finished a MS in Electrical
Engineering, As he was finishing his studies, a friend encouraged him to move to Pittsburgh, PA,
where, this friend claimed, “you could literally walk down the street, pick a random door, and get a
job." As promised. Kun Ti found a job as a draftsman with the Dravo Corporation, a company that has
manufactured everything from landing craft for the Normandy Invasion to structural parts for the Bay
Bridge. At night, he continued his studies as a PhD candidate at the University of Pittsburgh. While
there, he met his bride-to-be Komi Kuo, who was also doing her her post-graduate studies at Pite,

In 1970, Kun Ti {now Kenny) got a job with Westinghouse Electric’s Muclear Power Division, his life-

long employer until his retirement in 996 That year, Kenny and Komi also had their first son Francis
(Frank). Five years later, they would have their second son Timothy. Between the two sons, Kenny
became a US citizen.

Homecoming

After the Three Mile lsland accident shuttered the US market for nuclear power plants, Westinghouse
posted Kenny overseas—back to his hometown of Taipei. So in 1982, the Chen family moved to
Taiwan. Kenny would work diligently on Westinghouse's behalf seling nudear power to the
state-owned utiity company until his retirement in 1998,

In 1997, Kenny and Komi moved back to the US and settled near their children (by this time, both
sons were professional Silicon Valley nerds) in San Jose, CA. Kenny enjoyed gardening and traveling
in his retirement, but he wasn't quite ready to retire yet. On a whim while getting his Nissan ser-
viced—and much to the shock of the family—he took 2 job selling Missans. Even mare shockingly, he
won a salesperson of the month award during his time at the dealership—maostly because he would
steer his customers away from the dealership's high-margin extras. He didn't need the extra commis-
sions and wanted to do right by his customers. After about a year, Kenny retired for good.

Long avid travelers, Kenny and Komi travelled even more extensively in the following years, logging
trips all around the world to China, Japan, Korea, Vietnam, Cambodia, Laos, Mexico, Brazil, Columbia,
Paraguay, the Panama Canal. Egypt, Greece, Istanbul, South Alfrica, and many national parks in the
United States. Kenny also greatly enjoyed seeing his grandchildren once a week.

Kenny is survived by his wife of mare than 40 years Komi: his two sons Frank and Tim; his grand-
children Colin, Katye, and Cameran, with ane mare grandehild on the way: and o six of his siblings.
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Tim's Eu|055 forDad

|t'5 well known in our Farnl'|5 that, gcnc,ra[[g 5p¢a§4ing,. | am more like iy
mother and Frank is mare like iy dad. MH dad was near the top of his
i'n'giﬂ school class. I:ranlt was second or third dcpcna’ins an the year.

] was l'lappﬂ to land in the I:::uF- quarl:cr r:.-l: my class.

|'ve been ciwc”ing on this all week and |'ve discovered that |'m more like

myy father than | realize:

While Frank is Ob.ﬁc.ﬁﬁiw’:lﬂ tir_‘IH and spartan, ['ve c!cvc|c:pcc‘! rather
pacjc.—ral'.—fii:c tendencies - much like i Father. Mf_l father and | shared
3 desire to accumulate every tool available at Sears and Home
D{*_pot. | addition, iy Father was gquite the iﬂ:—m::lﬂman. While | don't
have his broad breadth of skill, |'m able to take on minor househald
rcpair'ﬁ and imprcvcmcnl:s. Mﬂ father and | both liked to tinker with
ti-:ing:*» - albeit we both had mixed results. f__mnk would rather not

touf.lﬂ any tools at all.

(OF course, there are traits that [Trank and | share that clcl:ini{".dy came

'FF'C.H'H our cjac.l:

First. we can be inCﬁ:EMJ[H |:ru55[. M_l;l- father unplugﬁcd all electronic
devices whenever he could to save clccl:ricﬂ:_tj. Thi& sometimes led to
odd thlngs such as [Dad un[::juggjng the home answering machine.
A|5c}. when i moved in with myy Parcnts EHCF[H after co1lc5c. he would
c.onal:amtlﬂ unp]ug myy VC.R that was al::r:mf: to record 5omct'|'|rn5 on

timer. | his was c'fcﬁpitc the fact that | was paying for the electric bill.

Ir hindslght. | think this was an [ncrv.::::ibi_t:]. odd habit of miy Father as he
worked for Wcsi‘ir‘lg]'louﬁc [ lectric and |:a5ica||5| in a way sald
c|cv.:l:ricil:5 fora |iw'ng. Shouldn't he have been encouraging, the usage

of electr v.:l'tﬂ”?



Rcccntlﬂ, |c|c-:::iclcc| that i MU,‘:‘:;T gt my 5 cents back For every
aluminum can | consume. | “rank has been on a |iF¢Eﬂﬁg quest to find the

absolute c!‘lcapcst Phanc SEMVICE chsiblc,

51:::011::]: we arc incr:dib[i.j anal. MH dad a|w.'355 |-'.¢Pt track of avery
financial statement and filed every 5ir|51c bit of Papcmcrle into neat Hle

falders that were r.‘,lv:arlﬂ labeled. T:l‘-arllc. and | do the same.

|_ast, we all seem to suffer from a 5“5?11: case of attention-deficit
disorder. As some of you know, my father would ran-::lc:mtﬂ walk off in
the middle of a conversation or in the midst of a meal. Hc‘:‘- not
dcfibcmtdﬂ ignarin‘g you: l'lc_juaf: happcncd to remember 5omct|1in5
that he'd Fcrgatt:n to do. T:ranlr. and 1 un!'rarf:unatclﬂ share the same

habit - to our rcsupcctl'uc 5F0u5c5' dl'smaht

AnHwaH Dad - | love you. | know we didn't say it very much: but | know

.l:jl:','lll l(I‘IDW.

Anc[ l—;H 1:|-na waly - |'rn rca“&] mad thatﬂou didn't gct to sce Hour next
gr*andr;]-:iid. Watc_iﬂ your next babﬂ rabbit from whcrcvcrﬂcu are,

OKz
Tim



FUNERAL SERVICE

Friday, October 29, 2010
Ten o'clock am

The Tiffany Chapel of
Cypress Lawn Funeral Home
1370 El Camino Real
Colma, California

Officiating
Pastor Steve Wong
Fellowship Bible Church
Belmont, California

INTERMENT

Cypress Lawn Memorial Park
| aurel Garden
Colma, California



During times like this, we learn how much
our family and friends mean to us.

Our family will always remember your kindness
and sympathy during this difficult time.

Please visit Kenny Chen's memorial website at:
http:/ /kenny-chen.forevermissed.com/

Cgprf.s,ﬁ Lawn

Celebrating Life!



